
Module 10: How Will Historians Treat Richard Nixon?  

Evidence 1: Nomination Acceptance Speech, August 8, 1968  

 
 

  Questions to Consider 

• As you listen to, read, and view the evidence, how, in your opinion, 
does Nixon define himself in opposition to the current political 
leadership and public mood? 

• How does he drew on his personal background to define a vision for 
his presidency? 

Document 

"We shall begin with Vietnam. We all hope in this room that there is a 
chance that current negotiations may bring an honorable end to that war. 
And we will say nothing during this campaign that might destroy that 
chance. But if the war is not ended when the people choose in November, 
the choice will be clear. Here it is. For four years this Administration has 
had at its disposal the greatest military and economic advantage that one 
nation has ever had over another in any war in history. For four years, 
America's fighting men have set a record for courage and sacrifice 
unsurpassed in our history. For four years, this Administration has had the 
support of the Loyal Opposition for the objective of seeking an honorable 
end to the struggle. Never has so much military and economic and 
diplomatic power been used so ineffectively. And if after all of this time and 
all of this sacrifice and all of this support there is still no end in sight, then I 
say the time has come for the American people to turn to new leadership -- 
not tied to the mistakes and the policies of the past. That is what we offer 
to America. And I pledge to you tonight that the first priority foreign policy 
objective of our next Administration will be to bring an honorable end to the 
war in Vietnam." 

Source:  
Obtained courtesy of John Woolley and Gerhard Peters at The American 
Presidency Project, University of California at Santa Barbara, 
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu. 
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